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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Abu Sayyaf group (see pages 33-37).

This project examines federal spending by the US
Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) via the

The third case study uncovers some of the activities taking place under the umbrella of the Special
Operations Forces Information Technology Enterprise
Contracts (SITEC). Firms with major involvement in

an open access database which gives researchers a
window onto US government procurement. The dataset
analysed here gives us a detailed snapshot of activand points to ways in which these activities connect to
remote warfare.
This report looks at procurement by USSOCOM over
cy. Transactions listed over this period amount to a sum
of nearly $13 billion.
The dataset covers many types of purchases, from
computer systems to bullets. After an initial analysis,
this report focuses on purchases relating to remote
warfare.
USSOCOM outsourcing has been dominated by a
relatively small group of companies. Although over 3000
companies provided services as Global Vendors, eight
of these companies accounted for over 50% of total
transaction value. These eight were Lockheed Mar-

ITT Corporation.
Among the most expensive individual transactions
were: radio communications from Harris Corporation;

Science Applications International and Arma Global,
working alongside Hewlett-Packard, Pragmatics, Booz
-

increasing commitment to networked information sharprovide IT services in support of global special opera-

The fourth case study shows how translation services provided by Shee Atika accounted for one of the
largest single transactions in the dataset ($77million).
As documents relating to this contract show, Shee Atika
provided interrogation services as well as more general translation and role-play assistance for USSOCOM
across the globe (pages 39-41).
This report shows how corporations are integrated into some of the most sensitive aspects of special
target acquisition, facilitating communications between
forward operating locations and central command hubs,
interrogating prisoners and translating captured materi-

Atika LLC; procurement of drones equipment from
Aerovironment Inc.; worldwide and Indian Ocean satel-

populations to the US military presence and back again.
Information has been important in warfare since time
immemorial, but as the quantities of available information grow, and as information technology becomes
increasingly embedded in warfare systems, corporations are relied upon to create, store and move this
information. The procurement activities of the Special

examines information-related purchases by the Africa
Command (AFRICOM), whose theatre of operations

a snapshot of some prominent roles of information in
modern warfare.

website (Magharebia) as part of its information operations initiative in the region. Navanti Group, a subconand information support to the Special Operations
Command in Africa (see pages 29-32).
The second case study looks at intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance services. Around 156

The dataset examined here, and the methods
employed to analyse it, offer a rich source for investigators, academics, journalists and policy makers. More
role that the private sector plays in remote warfare. This
report offers a framework for interpreting the dataset,
and points to companies, products and services that will
be of interest to other researchers. It also shows how
public records can be interpreted to give a glimpse of

in some capacity. Over two-thirds of these were with
Performance for these transactions was divided between Afghanistan, Iraq, the Philippines and the USA.
The case study looks at key references in the dataset to
drone use in Afghanistan and in the Philippines, where
the US has conducted a low-level campaign against the
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Introduction
and foreign civil authorities and civilian populations to

a single source for U.S. government procurement
and federal contracting data. Anyone can access
data through the FPDS. The system contains detailed
2004 and later. The system can identify who bought
what, from whom, for how much, when and where.1
This research, undertaken for the Remote Control
Project2

achieve information superiority by adversely affecting
enemy information and systems while protecting U.S.

world of US military special operations. It does this by
analysing federal spending on contractors by the US
Special Operations Command (USSOCOM).

Counter-proliferation of Weapons of Mass

USSOCOM has existed since 1987 and is
has about 57,000 active duty troops and civilians and
includes four commands (Army Special Operations
Command, Naval Special Warfare Command, Air Force
Special Operations Command, Marine Corps Forces
3

Its

interagency, intergovernmental and multinational
community to sustain and assist host nation or regional

paramilitary, political, economic, psychological and civic

Operations Forces to defend the United States and
4

Under this

This report looks at procurement by USSOCOM

in the following terms:5
presidency.
small-scale offensive actions taken to seize, destroy,

concerning the capabilities, intentions and activities of

through and with surrogate forces that are organized,
trained, equipped, supported and directed by external

other assistance to foreign governments and their
militaries to enable the foreign government to provide

1
http://govwin.com/knowledge/fpds
2
The Remote Control Project is an initiative of the
Network for Social Change, hosted by the Oxford Research
Group: http://remotecontrolproject.org/. My thanks go to
Caroline Donnellan, Esther Kersley, Paul Rogers, the core
group from the Network for Social Change and other project
stakeholders for their assistance and feedback. Much of
the preliminary work which made this report possible was
undertaken on behalf of Reprieve (http://www.reprieve.org.
uk/) and I am grateful to everyone there for their continued
support.
3
http://www.socom.mil/Pages/AboutUSSOCOM.aspx
4
http://www.socom.mil/Pages/Mission.aspx
5
http://www.socom.mil/Pages/AboutUSSOCOM.aspx
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Method

make a story they usually need to be complemented
with interviews, FOIA requests, congressional

download datasets of varying degrees of completeness

an intrinsic value to the initial quantitative analysis.
Part One shows how a systematic examination of the
dataset can cast light on how USSOCOM operates,
what it does and where it does it; it offers some initial
analyses of the information that can be gleaned from
such a dataset and some pointers to further research.
The case studies in Part Two build on these initial

rendering the resulting dataset too unwieldy: it was,
in fact, about as unwieldy as MS Excel 2011 could

information. In particular, they take their cue from

relating to the nature of products and services, which
sets to form a single dataset of 47,556 lines covering
unique information about a transaction or contract to be
Each line of this dataset represents some kind of
transaction between USSOCOM and a contractor.
Typically this transaction will be payment for research,
services, products, supplies or equipment. A transaction
does not necessarily equate to a contract: it may be

point and use collateral sources of information – news
and social media, contractual documents, reports – to
greater depth. Finally, the 22 annexes offer selections
from the dataset and associated documents. For further
information about the dataset itself, please contact the
author (Crofton dot Black at gmail dot com).

research and have not attempted to group transactions
7

included. I have, for simplicity, tended to use the term

The purpose of this research is to provide an insight

in some of these data lines nothing may actually be
transacted: there may be a zero value, or some other
contract operation may be carried out.

procurements. It is not intended to provide absolutely
reliable accounting data. While I have tried to remain

The report is divided into two parts. Part One consists
of an initial analysis of dataset structure and content.
products and services, transaction values and locations:
which companies performed the most transactions or
earned the most; which products or services featured
most often, or cost the most; what distributions of
transaction sums existed, overall and by year; and
so on. Part Two offers some case studies, focusing
on themes that resonate with the interests of the
Remote Control project: information, communication,
surveillance and drones. Given the context of this
report, I have chosen not to focus on more traditional
military hardware (e.g. purchase of helicopters and
bullets) although these, too, are represented in the
dataset.

spellings, mixtures of upper and lower case, etc.) and
mitigate them where possible, I have not attempted to
clean up the entire data set. As a result, inaccuracies
may be present, although I hope these will be quite
small.

Investigative journalists have long been aware of the
out stories.6 On their own such data are fairly dry: to
6
See e.g. Craig Whitlock, “U.S. expands secret
intelligence operations in Africa”, Washington Post, 14
June 2012, http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/nationalsecurity/us-expands-secret-intelligence-operations-inafrica/2012/06/13/gJQAHyvAbV_story.html. I should
also like to record here my thanks to John Goetz of ARD
introduced me to FPDS-NG.

Remote Control Project

7
Presentation by Angelia Fleming Loggie, REE
Acquisition Systems Program Manager, https://www.fpds.gov/
downloads/Manuals/FPDS-NG_Overview.ppt.
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Dataset Structure

have broken down roughly into categories for ease

These are concisely summarized on acquisition.gov:8

descriptions, which do not form part of the dataset, are
underlined.

The following 13 data elements will not be found in

if they want to. Most of this data resides at the

Contracting Agency Name

a. Subcontracting data from either the government
or the prime contractors with whom we do business.
The government does have a method to collect this
data at http://www.esrs.gov. The two data sources
work together.
b. Contract funding data outside of estimated totals
and funds obligated on an action.
c. Contract accounting data.

Contract Information

available to the public through a formal request
automatic contract writing systems can, or will be
able to, review data at the CLIN level. You have

Transaction Number

9

e. No administration details such as: contracting
determinations data; details about the services via
the contract number.
Fiscal Year

levels.
g. Management plans.
h. Statements of work or objectives.

Further Agency Information

i. Terms and conditions of a contract.
Funding Agency Name
k. Entitlement expenditures including health, drug,
Medicare, or insurance payouts. However, contracts
about the management of these programs are
required to be submitted.
l. Contractor proposals from the awardee or any
other interested party.

Is Funded by Foreign Entity (Foreign Funding) Code
tion
Reason for Inter Agency Contracting
Bundled Requirements
Claimant Program Code
Consolidated Contract Code

m. Information about any parties excluded from the
procurement.
Purchase Information
its existence.

8
http://www.acquisition.gov/faqs_whataboutfpds.asp,
question 18.
9
http://www.acquisition.gov/faqs_whataboutfpds.asp,
question 7.
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Info Tech Commercial Item Category
NAICS Code
Product or Service Code
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Place of Performance Information
Place of Performance Zip Code
Principal Place of Performance City Name
Principal Place of Performance Country Code
Principal Place of Performance Country Name
Principal Place of Performance Location Code
Principal Place of Performance State Code

Part 8 Or Part 13
Prepared By

Vendor Information
Contractor Name

Global Vendor Name
Street
Street2
Vendor City
Vendor Country
Vendor Name
Vendor Phone Number
Vendor State
Zip
Further Contract Information
(Program Acronym)
A-76 Action Code
Contingency Humanitarian Peacekeeping Operation
Contract Financing
Cost Accounting Standards Clause Code
Email Address
GFE GFP Code

Financial Information
Base and Exercised Options Value
Action Obligation
Base and All Options Value
This is a very considerable list, but I have chosen to

Inherently Governmental Function

for present purposes, to be the most informative. They

Major Program
Multiyear Contract Code
National Interest Action
Number of Actions
Performance Based Service Acquisition Code
Purchase Card as Payment Method Code
Sea Transportation
Subcontract Plan
Type of Contract
Country of Product or Service Origin Code
Place of Manufacture

for the complete dataset (including negative values) is
12.7 billion dollars ($12,757,664,213.62). For dating
At the outset, for ease of reference, the data was
(Remote Control) number was then assigned to each
transaction.

FedBiz Opps Code

Remote Control Project
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Part One: Initial Findings and
Rankings

of USSOCOM this number drops sharply to 12:

My purpose in Part One was to carry out a general
could then inform a more granular second part. To this
end I looked at annual distributions of transactions,
global vendors, rankings of products and services and
country information.

A. Annual Distributions

$12,757,664,213.62.
(the incomplete data for FY2014 is included although
not really indicative of anything):

associated with the small minority of transactions
(3391) contracted by USSOCOM but not funded by it.

shows their respective transaction counts and values

wants the work to get done, however. There is also

does include a limited number of transactions with a

One question that the dataset can answer, although
I have not performed this analysis here, is the extent
to which particular products and services might be

6
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C. Rankings by Global Vendor Name
contractors are performing transactions. These include:

i) Calculation by transaction count
The dataset (47556 transactions) includes transactions
with 3330 named GVNs (3331 total including two
blank transactions). By far the most frequent of these
is L-3 Communications Holdings Inc., with nearly
20% (9470) of the total transaction count. Lockheed
Martin Corporation follows with 12% (5709). No other
GVN scores more than 3%. Between them, the top
20 companies account for just over 50% of the total
transaction count. They are:

iii) Count and value compared
12 companies appear in the top 20 according to both
measurements. They are:

The remaining c. 50% of the transaction count is made
up by the other 3311 GVNs.
ii) Calculation by transaction value (BEO)
Calculating by BEO we see a similar, although not
identical, distribution of transactions compared to
the rankings by transaction count. The same two
companies take the top spots, although in reverse
with just over 14% of total BEO value, and L-3
Communications Holdings Inc. comes second, with
just over 12%. The top-heavy data distribution is even
more marked than by transaction count: the top eight
companies account for just over 50% of total BEO
value, while the top 20 account for nearly 70%.

Remote Control Project

7

FY2011

nearest dollar.)
FY2009

FY2012

FY2010

8
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FY2013

Research and Development codes
Letter A, then a letter A-Z giving category, a digit
1-9 giving subdivision, and a digit 1-6 giving stage.
Categories included in the dataset, with their respective
transaction counts in brackets, are:

AE Economic Growth and Productivity (5)
AF Education (24)
AN Medical (36)
AS Transportation, Modal (13)

and Support.
Product and Service codes
Letter B-Z, followed by 3 numeric digits 0-9. Transaction
counts in each category are in brackets.

D. Rankings by Product or Service Code

C Architect and Engineering Services – Construction
(13)

categories intended to provide a taxonomy of the
types of product or service provided. The dataset

Services (3365)
E Purchase of Structures and Facilities (2)
F Natural Resources Management (3)
G Social Services (48)
H Quality Control, Testing and Inspection Services (26)

understanding what type of product or service is being

(1124)

codes, although I also give the more descriptive names
alongside them for ease of reference.
The way that the codes themselves are structured is
Manual.10 To assist the reader, I summarize the system
here. Three fundamental categories of code structure
exist: research or development, product or service,
supplies or equipment.

L Technical Representative Services (294)
M Operation of Government-Owned Facility (1)
N Installation Equipment (33)
P Salvage Services (3)
Q Medical Services (74)
R Professional, Administrative and Management Support Services (5508)
S Utilities and Housekeeping Services (269)
T Photographic, Mapping, Printing, and Publication
Services (46)
U Education and Training Services (1439)
V Transportation, Travel and Relocation Services (301)
W Lease or Rental of Equipment (177)
X Lease or Rental of Facilities (79)
Y Construction of Structures and Facilities (6)
Z Maintenance, Repair or Alteration of Real Property
(19)
Supplies and Equipment codes
Supplies and Equipment are coded in accordance with

10
http://www.fpdsng.com/downloads/service_product_
codes.pdf

Remote Control Project
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states:

of all items of personal property. In order to
accomplish this, groups and classes have been
established for the universe of commodities, with
emphasis on the items known to be in the supply
systems of the Federal Government. The structure
of the FSC, as presently established, consists of
78 groups, which are subdivided into 685 classes.
Each class covers a relatively homogeneous area
of commodities, in respect to their physical or
performance characteristics, or in the respect that
the items included therein are such as are usually
requisitioned or issued together, or constitute a
related grouping for supply management purpose.
These codes have no letters and are composed of 4
numeric digits: a 2 digit FS group, followed by a 2 digit
99 (although 12 numbers are unassigned: 21, 27, 33,
50, 57, 64, 82, 86, 90, 92, 97, 98). There are thus 78
groups in total. Further description of inclusions and
exclusions by group are in the manual at p.84 onwards.
Obviously, many of these codes are not in themselves
particularly informative and some are cryptic or require
familiarity with military acronymics. They do, however,
serve as a useful indicator of types of behaviour, and

Moving beyond the top 20, the top 50 PSCs account for
78% of the total, and the top 100 for 87%.

potentially important analytical categories.

Calculating by Base and Exercised Option Value,

ii) Calculation by transaction value (BEO)

i) Calculation by transaction count
745 different Product or Service Codes (PSCs) are
represented in the dataset.
The most frequently occurring PSC is the unindicative

at nearly $1.3 billion (10.1%). The top 10 PSCs account
for nearly 63% of the total spend and the top 20 for
78%. (In the table below, V is BEO rounded down to
nearest dollar.)

Between them, the top 10 PSCs account for just over
50% of the total transaction count and the top 20 for
63%.

10
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Moving beyond these, the top 50 account for 92% and
the top 100 for 97% of BEO value. PSCs ranked 21 to
100 by value are:

Remote Control Project
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iii) Comparing count and value
Comparing the two ranking systems, 12 PSCs appear
in the top 20 according to both measurements (here
ordered by descending BEO value):

E. Analysis by Place of Performance
Country
i) Ranking by Place of Performance Country
The vast majority of transactions are listed as having

product is actually being used in the USA, however:

27476).
A few transactions (2623) are explicitly listed as
occurring outside the USA, however. They involve
39 other countries, listed here with count and value
(although ordered by value):

12

US Special Operations Command Contracting: Data-Mining the Public Record

ii) Products and Services related to POP Countries
Notwithstanding the caveat regarding actual place of
performance as opposed to listed place of performance,
some useful initial indicators can be gleaned by
looking at PSCs relating to transactions listed as being
performed outside the USA. Below I give very brief
accounts of PSCs coded under 8 different countries.
Afghanistan
$284.4 million in BEO value, via 7 categories of PSC
and 217 transactions, was listed to in Afghanistan.
Of these 217 transactions, approximately half (107)

the vast majority of the spending ($227,960,698.60),
split between THE BOEING COMPANY (who received
$214,096,286.60) and TEXTRON INC. (who received
$13,864,412.00).
Of the remaining transactions, 80 were R706 services
MARTIN CORPORATION for a total of $25,228,406.22.
16 transactions related to translation services (R608) by
SHEE ATIKA COMMERCIAL SERVICES, LLC (totalling
$18,608,793.68) and 11 to L-3 National Security
Solutions and L-3 Communications Corporation
(An additional 1716 transactions have blank POP Country codes.)
As can be seen from this list, 15 countries (other than
the USA) have a place in the top 20 according to both
ranking systems:

$15,911,906.00.
Iraq
26 transactions totalling $80,106,851.66 had a POP
Country code of Iraq. These exhibit a fundamentally
similar pattern of services to Afghanistan: L015 services
for UAS ISR provided by THE BOEING COMPANY

CORPORATION (4 counts, $168,221.00); and R608

Remote Control Project
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services for OCONUS LINGUIST/TRANSLATION
SUPPORT by SHEE ATIKA LANGUAGES LLC (4
counts, $4,281,825.66).
Belgium
164 transactions coded as POP Country Belgium
were for PSCs 1005 (GUNS, THROUGH 30 MM) and
1010 (GUNS, OVER 30 MM UP TO 75 MM). These
accounted for $44,962,607.58 paid to WESPAVIA SA.
UK
Transactions worth $33,205,921.36 were coded as
POP Country UK. They were split between 10 PSCs,
although by far the largest share ($22,700,000.00)
was to SUBMERGENCE GROUP LLC for PSC

($1,049,993.60).

F. Ranking by individual transaction
Perhaps unsurprisingly, no single transaction accounts
As an initial heuristic, therefore, I have chosen to list
the top 100 transactions by BEO, which range from

in millions, rounded down to the nearest million.

million, most went to AIRBORNE SYSTEMS GROUP

Philippines
Transactions worth $29,746,012.02 were coded as
POP Country Philippines. Most ($21,620,804.50)
were once again L015 UAS ISR services provided
by THE BOEING COMPANY and TEXTRON INC.

Djibouti
$26,240,937.24 was provided to SIMPLEX

Italy

Germany
$15,240,470.61 was allocated to a variety of

14
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This is a raw and unprocessed glimpse of the sort

Some transaction lines are in themselves fairly easily
interpretable: RC 37067 (number 93 in the table)

public relations news portal, magharebia.com;11 the
various references to UAS ISR services are for
aircraft; vehicles were purchased (numbers 53 and
69); satellite bandwidth was purchased (number 30
and others). Some transaction lines, on the other hand,
will only make sense when grouped under their parent
meaning on its own, for example). Finally, many of
but may offer a rich vein of information once their
acronyms are resolved into ordinary language.

11

See case study A, below.

Remote Control Project
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G. Summary: Key Findings
aggregated results of useful indicators in the dataset.
detail, can inform our understanding of USSOCOM
outsourcing operations and provide a framework for
more detailed research.
1) Overall Expenditure
USSOCOM procurement transactions registered in
to 2012, from $1.88 billion in 2009 to $2.8 billion in
2012 (see Chart 1). 2013 saw a small decrease to $2.6
billion, which took annual spending back down to near
the mean level for that overall period ($2.46 billion).

W

24
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2) Global Vendors
USSOCOM outsourcing has been dominated by a
relatively small group of companies. Although over
3000 companies provided services as Global Vendors,
eight of these companies accounted for over 50% of
total expenditure. These eight were Lockheed Martin,
L-3 Communications, Boeing, Harris Corporation,
Jacobs Engineering Group, MA Federal, Raytheon
and ITT Corporation. The top 20 companies account
for nearly 70% of the total expenditure (see Chart 2).

Remote Control Project
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3) Product/Service Categories
The categories of service on which USSOCOM
spends the most are “Professional, Administrative
and Management Support” and “Automatic Data
Processing and Telecommunication Services”.
Between them, these categories account for over a
third of total expenditure.
electronic countermeasures and countercountermeasures equipment, cryptologic
equipment, communication equipment, navigation
equipment, drones and translation services.
Between them, the top 20 categories account for nearly
80% of transaction value (see Chart 3).

26
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4) Locations
Although most transactions are given a country
of performance code of USA (sometimes as a
dataset includes transactions for intelligence and
reconnaissance services performed by Boeing and
Textron in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Philippines.
Transactions were performed in Germany in
relation to the Africa special operations command
(SOCAFRICA).12
In total 39 countries outside of continental USA had
transactions performed in them: these are colour-coded
according to transaction value on the map below.
An interactive version of this map
is available at http://batchgeo.com/
map/052d6226d5fafd65e8afb0074357ab2f.

12

http://www.socafrica.africom.mil/

Remote Control Project
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5) Major Transactions
Among the most expensive individual transactions
were: radio communications from Harris
locations from Shee Atika LLC; procurement
of drones equipment from Aerovironment Inc.;
worldwide and Indian Ocean satellite services from
DRS Technical Services Inc. and IT services from
L-3 (see Chart 4).

28
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Part Two: Case Studies
page):16
a free-text description of each transaction. The list
of 100 high-value transactions (1.F above) offers a

comprehensible. Typically the text is brief: although a
characters long, the majority are much shorter, and
many are only a few letters. Acronyms and technical
data abound and can make the text impenetrable to
the casual reader.13 Obviously it is beyond the scope
of this project to extract and expand all the information
14
Instead, Part Two offers
some case studies linking individual transactions to
broader narratives. I have chosen these transactions
activities which are of particular interest to the Remote
Control project.
From the survey of the dataset undertaken so far, it is
immediately apparent to what extent USSOCOM relies

highest-value PSC, at nearly $1.3 billion (just over
10% of total spend). In the top 20 list of transactions by
PSC this is complemented by several communications
products and services, underscoring the need for
information not only to exist but also to be transferred
– inwards (e.g. surveillance), outwards (e.g. public
relations), from place to place (e.g. communications
infrastructure), and also between contexts (e.g.
unstructured to structured data, or between different
languages). These case studies will focus on some of
the ways that USSOCOM uses information within these
broad categories.

A. Information Activities in Africa:
Magharebia and Native Prospector

The Magharebia web site is sponsored by the
United States Africa Command, the military
command responsible for supporting and enhancing
US efforts to promote stability, co-operation and
prosperity in the region.
The Magharebia web site is a central source of
news and information about the Maghreb in three
languages: Arabic, French and English. The goal
of Magharebia is to offer accurate, balanced and
forward-looking coverage of developments in the
Maghreb.
Six days per week, the site captures the top news
from across the region as reported in local and
international media. It also features analysis,
interviews and commentary by paid Magharebia
correspondents in the region.
Magharebia coverage is distinguished by an indepth knowledge of local issues - the key players,
developments - tempered by a cross-regional
successes that can serve as models for progress
throughout the region.17
A 2012 Stimson Center report (The Pentagon as
Pitchman)18 contextualized Magharebia within

The Senate Armed Services Committee described
under which USSOCOM establishes and maintains
news and information websites in support of the
19

As noted above (1.E), the vast majority of transactions
are listed with Place of Performance as USA (including

video sparks outrage: Calls mount for Tunisia to punish
citizens involved in war crimes or crimes against
15

terror threat: Tunisia tourism survived revolution and

of abating as voters went to the polls to elect a new
13

A partial list of acronyms extracted from the dataset

when followed by a bracketed phrase expanding their
meaning. Acronyms without attendant bracketed phrases are
not included in this list.
14
Although free text, DORs are not unique to each
transaction; the 47556 transactions in the dataset have 25280
unique DORs between them and in practice many of these
are near variants.
15
Extracted transaction lines in Annex 2.

Remote Control Project

16
http://magharebia.com/en_GB
17
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/pages/about
18
Russell Rumbaugh and Matthew Leatherman, The
Pentagon as Pitchman: Perception and Reality of Public
Diplomacy, Sept. 2012: http://www.stimson.org/images/
uploads/research-pdfs/Pentagon_as_pitchman.pdf
19
Ibid., p.17.
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supporting COCOM GWOT requirements and theater

20

The Stimson report noted that Magharebia was one of
Content will be oriented to the appropriate target
audiences and will convey the messages and
and audiences in order to express the United States
21
The others were
the South East European Times in the Balkans (www.
setimes.com), Mawtani al-Shorfa in Iraq (www.mawtani.
al-shorfa.com), Al-Shorfa in the Middle East (www.
al-shorfa.com), Central Asia Online in Central Asia and
Pakistan (www.centralasiaonline.com) and Info sur Hoy
in Latin America (www.infosurhoy.com).

22

shall demonstrate an intimate knowledge of the
regional media markets as well as the cultural,
social, political, and economic dynamics for the
target region and target audiences. Content will
focus on those areas of crucial importance to the
target audiences in an effort to generate target
audience interest and retain that interest over a long
term. Content will strive to use items and events of
regional interest and develop techniques to transmit
timely, accurate, and comprehensive messages as
directed by the COCOMs.

The article,

on its sister publication, Central Asia Online. Trilling

unbiased analyses of major events in the targeted
and the funds to promote it, it can put a $23 billion
defense contractor in a unique position to report on
of Uzbekistan, a repressive dictatorship increasingly
Central Asia Online has shown a disturbing tendency to

by USSOCOM under Solicitation Number H9222209-R-0003. A Request for Proposals document
associated with this solicitation outlines the aim of the
project:23
The U.S. Special Operations Command
(USSOCOM) requires the capability to posture
for rapid, on-order global dissemination of web-

develop, obtain and maintain a network of native/
indigenous content contributors with backgrounds
in journalism, politics, academics, security, culture,
entertainment, and other aspects of the GWOT, which

Magharebia site; nor indeed does any reference to

for Magharebia is a series of transactions annotated as
Five such transactions amount to a BEO value of nearly
$7.2 million between them (FY2011-14). The Global

of strategic and long-term U.S. Government

tasked USSOCOM with developing an Internet
architecture, the Trans-Regional Web Initiative
(TRWI), which Combatant Commands (COCOMs)
can use as necessary in support of the Global
War on Terror (GWOT). This requirement jointly
supports USSOCOM, U.S. Strategic Command
(USSTRATCOM), and the Global Combatant
Commands (GCCs).24
plan to develop, design, construct, operate, and

20
Screenshot in Annex 3.
21
Stimson, The Pentagon as Pitchman, p. 18.
22
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/11/21/
propagandastan?page=0,0
23
FBO Solicitation H92222-09-R-0003: http://1.usa.
gov/1o9yiKb.
24
Annex 4.
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further information about Native Prospector in Africa,
solicitation documents give further insight into these
activities.
The umbrella solicitation under which these transactions

09-R-0034). This covers a plethora of activities,
listed as subject matter expertise in areas such as
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) program
analysis; biometrics, socio-cultural analysis, geospatial
analysis, signals intelligence, and human terrain

25

25

Annex 5, p.14.
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Contractor shall recommend available media to
disseminate messages, synchronize messages
across multiple mediums, and recommend proper
intensity/media saturation information.26

Information Operations (IO):
The Contractor shall provide subject matter expertise
to support researching, developing, analyzing,
recommending, and directing Government and
commercial sources of Psychological Operations
related to intelligence and information operations.
The Contractor shall identify, prioritize, manage,
and track production and collection requirements
and coordinate across the Intelligence Community
(IC), to include open source information and data,
to ensure collection and production requirements of
USSOCOM are met. The Contractor shall manage,
coordinate, and synchronize military and civilian
persuasive communications planning, produce
commercial quality products for unlimited foreign
public broadcast, and develop lines of persuasion,
themes, and designs for multi-media products.
Remote Control Project

In April 2010 the contract was awarded to four prime
contractors, with a maximum ceiling of $1.5 billion.

Within this broad contracting scheme, the activities

27

26
27

Ibid., p.16.
FBO Solicitation ID03120089: http://1.usa.

31

being carried out.28 Native Prospector is a program
developed by Navanti Group, a subcontractor for
to provide U.S. Special Operations CommandEurope with target audience analysis and market
engagement. Activities under this contract will
operations to engage local populations and counter
area of responsibility (AOR) and which may be
emanating from United States Central Command
(CENTCOM), or other AORs. The contractor shall

source is capable of providing the supplies or services
31
Further

employees, who present themselves as being involved
in:
Compilation of open-source geographic data for
Africa to support special operations;
Multi-INT analysis using open source intelligence,
satellite imagery analysis, and information from local
researchers to create better situational awareness;
Establishing networks of surveyors, polling
personnel, and other forms of social science research;

This contracted activity will be for Native Prospector
research and analysis in the following SOCAFRICA
AORs:

Creation of open-source research reports regarding
security conditions, transit routes, and social media
analysis to support operational planning;

Libya, with additional / cursory coverage of AQ in
Tunisia

News monitoring, analysis, translation, social media
and open source research (with a focus on Western
Africa).

northern Mali and Northern Nigeria

Navanti Group offer no mention of Native Prospector
on their website. They describe their activities in broad

outreach and social media (including translation of
video contents, radio interventions, twitter, Facebook
and conventional media publications from various
armed groups operating in the Sub-Saharan region,
particularly in northern Mali).

a wide network of experts and researchers to solve
complex communications, development, infrastructure,
We combine our analytical prowess and
technological savvy to pull together new and
innovative solutions to complex global problems.
Navanti provides analytical, programmatic, and
technological support in multiple domains. Our
services range from new and social media program
design and management, digital engagement
strategy development and synchronization, cultural
engagement, strategic consulting and analytical
products on a range of subject matters related to
international security and development. Navanti
presents data visualizations and analysis to inform
timely decision-making.29
reporting, and continues to expand its impressive
network of academics, professionals, and grassroots
organizers in various parts of the world, including South
30

gov/1m25VRl
28
Annex 6.
29
http://navantigroup.com/
30
http://navantigroup.com/content/what-we-do
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B. Intelligence, Surveillance,
Reconnaissance: Afghanistan and the
Philippines
Around 156 transactions are stated as involving
32
By far the largest number of
these (107) were with Boeing, often via its subsidiary
these transactions was divided between Afghanistan
(most frequently), Iraq, the Philippines and the USA.
Of the $436 million in BEO value for these ISR-related
transactions, $234 million was designated as performed
in Afghanistan. These Afghanistan transactions
09-R-0011, H92222-11-R-0004 and H92222-13-R-0009.

post-deployment efforts necessary to successfully
conduct worldwide missions. The near real time feed
of ISR product availability from 300 to 900 hours
per site monthly into customer processing systems
is required from world-wide locations. Offerors are
expected to provide ISR using non-developmental
contractor-owned and contractor-operated
unmanned aircraft systems.
These services were awarded to AAI Corporation, a
subsidiary of Textron Inc. The third award, meanwhile,
Inc., another Boeing subsidiary; no information was
Compelling Urgency for mid-endurance unmanned
aircraft system information gathering, target

http://batchgeo.com/map/052d6226d5fafd65e8afb0074357ab2f

Aircraft Systems (UAS) Intelligence Gathering, Target
35

33

A number of attachments accompanied the solicitation,
but none of them is available for public access.
for Information for various contract line numbers in a
34
This
stated that,
The required UAS ISR services require the
contractor to conduct all planning, coordination,

A Performance Work Statement for MEUAS II, dated
October 2010, provides more detail about the MidEndurance Unmanned Aircraft System contract
requirements under H9222-11-R-0004.36 USSOCOM
per week (24/7), unmanned aircraft system (UAS)
intelligence gathering, target surveillance, and

engineering, and sustainment efforts necessary to
effectively execute pre-deployment, deployment, and
that provides persistent ISR capability from designated
direct support of Overseas Contingency Operations [the

32
Extracted data in Annex 7.
33
FBO Solicitation H92222-11-R-0011: http://1.usa.
gov/1mTAkN5.
34
FBO Solicitation H92222-11-R-0004F: http://1.usa.
gov/1mhGKJZ.

Remote Control Project

35
FBO Contract Award H92222-13-D-0005: http://1.
usa.gov/1vIR0w8.
36
Annex 8.
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equipment, spares, fuel, electric power, contract

to launch and recover the Air Vehicles (AVs) from

Contractor personnel would undergo basic webprocedures and tactics) and would then carry out site

standard procedure at each operating location, to

(i.e. the analysis of image content and meaning). They
would, however, perform system maintenance functions
(servicing and repairs, inspection of the vehicle and
its communications systems) and operator functions

operations and the transmission of full motion video
a Mid-Endurance Unmanned Aircraft System (MEUAS)
with the capability to launch, control, and recover as

The actions of the UAV itself, as well as those of its
team, are described in detail. These include orbiting,

defenceindustrydaily.com/images/AIR_UAV_ScanEagle_Recovered_lg.jpg

34
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video and associated metadata, the list of systems
with which the vehicle should interact, standards for
acoustic non-detection, and other requisites. In a rare
descent into plain English, the document states that the

commanders and maintenance personnel to support
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) Operations in Iraq
40
Users of the Scan Eagle Video
Exploitation Tool (SVEST), for example, should learn,

classify/recognize whether a human target is holding a

Intelligence, Synthetic Aperture Radar, Ground Moving
Target Indicator, Electronic Warfare, Tagging/Tracking/
operation of Transportable Ground Control Station
(TGCS) Primary Image Capture Transform Element

In terms of its targeting capability, the vehicle should

on a particular coordinate, object, or target for extended

Solicitations H92222-09-R-0011 (awarded to Boeing)
and H92222-11-R-0004 (awarded to Textron)
Philippines.41
in the Philippines comes to a relatively meagre
$29.7 million; of this, however, over $26.3 million in

stipulated:
The end to end Target Location Accuracy of the FMV
metadata shall be within 50 meters with an 85%
Circular Error Probability (CEP) as a threshold and
<10 meters with a 95% CEP as the objective. The
Target Location Error shall be calculated assuming

Compared to Afghanistan, special operations activities
in the Philippines are relatively unpublicized. In the early
days of the operation formerly known as the Global War

terrain at a slant angle of 45 degrees.
The Work Statement also outlines requirements for
Ground Control Stations (principal and remote), with
respect to control of vehicles, data processing and
storage, and offers a detailed overview of the roles
assigned to the Mission Coordinator (record keeping,

42

This will not only improve life for the 300,000
residents of the island, one of the poorest parts of
the Philippines, but may also help dry up popular
support for Abu Sayyaf, American and Philippine

training etc.).
Force, the commander of American forces here in

the MEUAS contract moved between two vehicles,
the ScanEagle (developed by Boeing / Insitu) and
the Aerosonde (developed by Textron / AAI).37 Insitu
lost MEUAS-II to AAI in 2012 but gained the H92222-

eliminate the seed ground for the next generation of

38

43

In
2002, special operations forces were in the Philippines

relatively little information about the ScanEagle itself
includes other transactions for ScanEagle training
under the umbrella of solicitation H92240-10-R0016.39
a breakdown of the modules of the training course,
37
http://www.defenseindustrydaily.com/from-dolphinsto-destroyers-the-scaneagle-uav-04933/, 24 June 2014 (see
Annex 9).
38
http://air-attack.com/news/article/3713/05-24-2009Boeing-Wins-250M-Special-Ops-Contract-for-ScanEagle-ISRServices.html
39
Extracted data in Annex 10.

Remote Control Project

view to rescuing two American hostages. More broadly,
however, they were required also to undertake outreach
operations in order to maintain and accrue support of
local populations: in the words of General Wurster,

40
41
42

See Annex 11.
Extracted data in Annex 12.
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/06/15/world/by-aiding-

43
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/
winning-operation-enduring-freedom-philippines/

35

way violate their sovereignty and disrespect their
constitution. The people in the villages suspected
that we were there to establish American bases and
There was also little credibility for the government
on the part of the common people in remote areas.
Initially, our projects supported security and mobility
– roads and boat docks to help us with mobility

Sayyaf people. I said no, not at all. Our mission
would continue over the long term until the Filipinos

ideologies and not dependent on the elimination of a
few people.
Colonel Fran Beaudette, special operations task
force commander in 2012, gave further detail on

population, enhancing their economy centered on
humanitarian assistance funds for other projects,
like digging wells, rebuilding and remodeling schools
and hospital clinics. The people saw us as providing
the road to get their kids to new schools and to take
their sick to new clinics. It helped them decide which
side to take, and before too long the Abu Sayyaf
Group had no friends and they had to leave Basilan
Island just to survive. There was a corresponding
information campaign which came about naturally.

the AFP and PNP in Mindanao, Basilan, and Sulu
to support peace and development. Our close
partnership with the Philippine Security Forces (AFP
and PNP), allows us to advise and assist their efforts
where they are located – on Philippine government
bases, compounds, and outposts in jungle, village,
and urban areas. At the strategic level, we maintain

http://batchgeo.com/map/052d6226d5fafd65e8afb0074357ab2f

Following the initial six-month deployment, the
government of the Philippines requested an extension
limited foreign military deployment to training exercises

I have to emphasize that the mission continues
today, and should continue. It was not just a capture/
kill mission. We made commitments to the Filipino
military and to the Filipino people. It continues to
be important that we maintain our commitments
and keep our promises. When Karen Hughes

counterparts ranging from ops and intel to civil
military operations. Our focus is to sustain the AFP
counterterrorism capability to maintain their security
advantage, and support, within the boundaries of
the Visiting Forces Agreement, the AFP and PNP
as they continue to degrade, disrupt, and defeat
to play our role in the U.S. interagency approach

accomplished throughout our long history of mutual
defense.

the SOCPAC commander and a two-star [major
Absent from it, however, are the effects of the persistent

36
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ISR presence that USSOCOM maintains. According
to an article in the New York Times, these included, on
one occasion,
hit a suspected militant camp in the jungles of the
Philippines, in an attempt to kill the Indonesian
terrorist Umar Patek. The strike, which was reported

American Special Forces will continue to help
Philippine security forces counter a smaller, lingering
Islamist threat, but the size of the mission will drop
in the coming months to a dozen or so advisers from
its current 320 service members, based in Mindanao

missed Patek but killed others at the camp.

44

More recently, a (non-lethal) US drone was found
reported:
U.S. Embassy spokeswoman Bettina Malone said
efforts were under way to determine if the drone
was one of those used in American military air target
training exercises and why it was in the waters
off Masbate, about 380 kilometers (235 miles)
southeast of Manila. The type of drone found was
not armed and not used for surveillance, she said.
Masbate is in a region where communist guerrillas
have a presence. U.S. counterterrorism troops,
who are barred from local combat, have used
surveillance drones to help Filipino soldiers track

has been successful in drastically reducing the
capabilities of domestic and transnational terrorist
groups in the Philippines — to the point where they
have largely devolved into disorganized groups
resorting to criminal undertakings to sustain their

Hawaii.The phasing out of the force, which had as
a combination of budget pressures in Washington;
higher priorities for Special Forces in spots like Iraq;
and a shift to Filipino forces.
the southern Philippines have not been authorized for
combat but have played an advisory role on intelligence
and surveillance, including the use of aerial drones for

by a phasing in: a new ten-year agreement between
south. At least two U.S. drones have been reported
to have crashed and were recovered by villagers in
the past on southern Mindanao island.
The presence of American ISR assets has proved
controversial in the region, partly in relation to Chinese
2012:45
U.S. spy planes, suggested by President Benigno
territory, as China appealed for stability in the region.

warships, planes and troops greater access to bases in
46

assets in a region that has become increasingly tense,
with China and its neighbors, including the Philippines,
squabbling over territorial claims in the East and South
A compilation of drone-related news from the
Philippines is maintained at the Philippine UAV
Review.47

in an embassy statement quoting spokesman Liu

rights in the region.
The last of the ISR operations in the Philippines
included in the dataset is dated September 2012

44
http://theweek.com/article/index/230649/dronewarfare-in-the-philippines
45
http://www.defensenews.com/article/20120703/
DEFREG02/307030003/Philippines-Downplays-Request-U-SSurveillance-Drones

Remote Control Project

46
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/28/world/asia/usand-the-philippines-agree-to-a-10-year-military-pact.html
47
http://philippinedrones.blogspot.co.uk/
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C. Distributed Computing and
Communications: SITEC
At the other end of the scale from these localised ISR
efforts in the Philippines, a series of high value awards
in 2011 inaugurated the Special Operations Forces
Information Technology Enterprise Contracts (SITEC)

Operations Forces Information Technology Enterprise
Contracts (SITEC) specialty services in support of U.S.
48
SITEC
is a successor to two other such programs – EITC and
TACLAN – and itself now has a successor by name of
SITEC II. Broadly speaking, the SITEC framework

48
http://www.defense.gov/contracts/contract.
aspx?contractid=4557

38

is intended to provide a wide range of integrated
enterprise IT services for USSOCOM, including:
planning, management and operation, and
maintenance for all Wide Area Networks (WANs),
Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs), and Local
Area Networks (LANs) for USSOCOM, both
CONUS and OCONUS. SITEC also includes
network and communication infrastructure for voice,
video, and data, as well as information assurance,
transmission, communication security, disaster
recovery, and help desk support.49
Special Operations Forces into a single, enterprise-wide

services support at USSOCOM from a single service
provider to multiple providers in multiple capability

49
“Top 20 Federal Business Opportunities of FY 2011”,
http://esr-inc.com/resource_center/Other%20Information/
INPUT_Output_Top_20_Federal_O1.pdf.
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According to a PowerPoint presentation given at SITEC
50

integrate C4I [Command, Control, Communications,

D. Translation and Interrogation Services:
Shee Atika
As noted in section 1.F above, translation services
by Shee Atika accounted for one of the largest single
transactions in the dataset ($77 million). The transaction

human interface capabilities into the [special operations
51

equipment to facilitate information exchange between
deployed units and headquarters. The suite extends
52

In total,
the Special Operations Forces Information Enterprise

Aside from this major acquisition, the dataset includes
a further 131 transactions with three Shee Atika
subsidiaries.58 Together they total $153.6 million in
BEO value. The highest-earning transactions are all for

garrison environment, down to the deployed sensor and
53

There is no scope in this case study to give a
comprehensive account of the SITEC framework,
which incorporates multiple evolving projects. Over
300 transactions in the dataset reference SITEC in
some context or other;54 vendors with involvement in
the overall project include, aside from the four listed
above, Hewlett-Packard, Pragmatics, Booz Allen

transactions are annotated as taking place in the USA,
16 reference Afghanistan and 4 Iraq.
The original contract with Shee Atika stemmed from a
59
A redacted
copy of the contract, awarded 31 May 2007, has
been released by USSOCOM under the Freedom of
Information Act.60
language interpretation, transcription, reporting, and
translation services to support various units and troops

The key feature of all this outsourced activity is that it

delivery environment is comprised of a series of
interconnected IT systems whose purpose is the
integration of information, applications and processes

would allow contractors to work alongside CIA and FBI

local periodicals, foreign government publications and
55

Task Orders for SITEC II (published 23 April 2014)
summarize the broad scope of these networked
operations. The full document is included in the
Annexes; tasks relate to network monitoring, satellite
communications, information assurance, TACLAN, the
Global Command and Control System and many other
elements.56

This support shall include linguist support to
of sources who are captured and/or detained
and/or persons of interest being questioned.
All interrogation support will be conducted in

level detainee interrogation policies.61
representation of the services covered by the SITEC
framework (shown above).57 Without fully illuminating
the types of information that are being exchanged,
it effectively illustrates the scope and extent of the
network.

50
FBO Solicitation H92222-10-R-0014: http://1.usa.
gov/1okAPlX.
51
Annex 13, slide 9.
52
Annex 14, slides 40 and 41.
53
Annex 13, slide 20.
54
Extracted data in Annex 15.
55
Annex 16, p. 3.
56
Annex 17.
57
Annex 18, slide 15.
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diverse in both age and expertise, to combine the

58
Extracted data at Annex 19.
59
http://www.gao.gov/assets/390/380660.pdf
60
http://www.socom.mil/FOIA/Documents/H9222207-D-0021/H92222-07-D-0021.pdf. See Annex 20.
61
This Directive on “Intelligence Interrogations,
published in November 2005: see http://www.washingtonpost.
com/wp-srv/nation/nationalsecurity/defense_inteldocs.110805.
pdf and http://www.nycbar.org/pdf/report/DOD_Dir_
Comments.pdf (describing it as “hopelessly vague”).

39

Annex 20, page 20

mission. To enable this understanding, sophisticated
knowledge is essential in the following areas: the
language, culture, tribal/clan sensitivities, religion,
politics, business, marketing, and current events.
... These SMEs must be able to conduct Internetbased research and analysis, travel freely in their
designated countries/regions, converse in the
native language, make astute observations, and
the executive/senior leadership-level. ... SMEs that
demonstrate a broad Rolodex of in-country contacts

Illustrative examples of the activities of Shee Atika
employees can be found on employment websites
and social media. A CV posted in 2011 on Beyond
SOF outlines the experience of one contractor in Iraq:
highlights include time-sensitive interpretation in combat
environments, intelligence collection and dissemination

identifying dialects, voice tones, and attitude changes
of detainees to provide a comprehensive interpretation
of terrorism propaganda leading to identifying the
62
Another CV

region are highly desired.
62

40

http://beyondsof.com/specops-arabic-interpreter-
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airbase in Iraq:
Works with Special Forces conducting mission and
providing interpretation and translation services
during capturing of the criminals, helping Special
Forces members understand the culture and
tradition of the host country. Working closely with
the US special ops in supporting and training of Iraqi
SWAT TEAM. HELPS facilitates communication
between special ops commanders and the local
elders. Typing the manual in Arabic, perform
document exploitation.63

military presence and back again. These examples are
of information and communications technology among
special operations command procurements. The chart
of Top 20 Product/Service Categories by Value (1.G.3,
p. 37) clearly illustrates this.
illustrates a facet of the role of information in modern
warfare. Of course this is nothing new. Sun Tzu wrote in

sagacious generals moved and conquered others ...
65

E. Conclusion: Information and Knowledge
a small proportion of it has been discussed here. There
has been no space, for example, to consider why
USSOCOM may have wanted to procure goats from the
Indigo Ridge Farm, Quicksburg, Virginia.64
Findings from Part One have been discussed above
(1.G). They include overall transaction totals, a
breakdown of key vendors and product/service
categories, a map of expenditure outside the continental
US and a list of major individual transactions. Part Two
to examine in more depth a variety of case studies,
which together illustrate a central component of US
military engagement.

to uncover rich documentary material outside the
are included in the annexes and discussed in the
case studies above. When combined with contractual
material from other sources and complementary
narrative material – press releases, newspaper articles
or think-tank reports, social media and CVs, for
which radiate branches of a broader story.
The case studies above have cast light on several
crucial aspects of special operations activities.
Corporations are integrated into some of the most

knowledge cannot be inferred from phenomena or
projected from the measures of Heaven, but must be
66

while still invested in gaining knowledge from men

increasing portion of its budget to attempts to infer
knowledge from phenomena. These phenomena can
feeds and open source text (as analysed by Navanti);
more typically they are the physical landscapes and
drones, as documented in the case studies on
Afghanistan and the Philippines.
The greater the volume of phenomena surveyed, the
greater the burden of transporting and analysing the
observations; and in turn, the greater the need for a
robust and networked IT infrastructure (this being the
overall goal of the SITEC framework). Although not
discussed very much in the case studies, a corollary of
the recent vast growth in data acquisition and storage
abilities is the drive towards automated analysis.
Human analysts can no longer keep pace with the
feeds; the quantum increase in data thereby threatens
to undermine, rather than facilitate, the emergence of
knowledge. It is in this context that the US military has
recently solicited proposals for a variety of automated
track targets within its video feeds.
Finally, information has an outward projection as

and overseeing target acquisition, facilitating
communications between forward operating locations
and central command hubs, interrogating prisoners
and translating captured material, and managing the

as by the observations of the special operations
commanders serving in the Philippines.

linguist-secret-clearance-humint-interrogations-security/. See
Annex 21.
63
http://www.postjobfree.com/resume/acbf9s/useducation-working-university-west-des-moines-ia. See Annex
22.
64
Transaction 9529.

holistic view of US military activity. The Special
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In analysing this dataset of procurement by USSOCOM,
much has been omitted. Similar datasets can be

65
Sun Tzu, Art of War, tr. Ralph D. Sawyer, Basic
Books 1994, p. 231.
66
Ibid.
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Operations Command, however, prides itself on being
67
The dataset examined here
points to the sharp end of US military activity and force
projection in the recent past and the near future. As
this study shows, a central part of this activity lies in the
receiving, transferring and production of information
and the processing of this information to produce
knowledge. Corporations are integrated into every
stage of this activity, from input to output, via translation,
storage, accessibility, analysis and communication. The
transactions discussed above between USSOCOM
Shee Atika and others offer key examples of how these
relationships are evolving.

67
http://www.socom.mil/News/Tip%20of%20The%20
Spear%20Archive/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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