Funding Proposal

ISRAELI-JEWISH JOURNEY:
THE JEWISH ISRAELIS' FUTURES and CHOICES

This is a profoundly important project that could make a real difference. At present there is a lack of
clarity as to possible, desirable and sustainable futures for Jewish-Israeli society, what kind of Israel they
will create and what kind of relationships they will create with the Palestinians and with their neighbours.
The current frame of political thinking in terms of Israel’s security is around deterrence, having more
power than the enemy, and building walls. The purpose of this exercise is to open up possible scenarios
that would introduce new perspectives and opportunities to support the Jewish Israeli leadership in
promoting long lasting security and prosperity for Jewish Israelis, non-Jewish Israelis and of its their
neighbours. As the state of Israel was established in 1948 as a state for Jews, the different scenarios as
to how it can ensure sustainability for the Israeli Jews is at the core of any regional sustainable solution.

Background

There have been recent seismic changes in the political landscape in the Middle East which offer both a
crisis and an opportunity for peacemaking. On the table is the Saudi initiative, a possible engagement
with Syria over a political settlement and the spectre of civil war undermining the Palestinian cause. In
Israel, a deeply divided society reduces its potential to deliver. All the parties in the conflict need to sort
out their own visions of the future before they are ready to engage with one another in a way that can
make a difference. The chasm widens in the Palestine-Israel conflict as different Jewish and Arab
narratives diverge.

Whatever the state of the diplomatic process, it would be unwise to be lulled into a sense of security.
The likelihood of finding common agreement which is acceptable to both sides is doubtful at this stage.
For this to occur, concessions will heed to be made on all sides, but it remain unclear how much the
parties involved are willing to give up or compromise in order to move the peace process forward. This
project provides an opportunity for leading Israelis to take part in a process of introspection about their
own society in the country's 60th anniversary year, and also to undertake learning journeys to gain first-
hand experience about how other conflicted societies have resolved their differences, to take back to
the process of deliberation on Israel's future.

In Israel, the Jewish Israeli society is governed by the anxiety of the traumatic past of the Jewish people,

and the wish for a secure existence at all costs. The deep division within the Jewish Israeli society is
about how to secure itself and achieve a sustainable peace with its neighbours. This fragmentation is
reflected in the divergence in priorities, values and goals and a deep mistrust among the mainstreams of
society. The challenge is to move from a society that shares a common fate to a society that shares a
common compelling vision of the future.

A conversation is needed about what a desired future may look like, what could happen and what
Israelis wish to create together. These conversations are not taking place at present and the political
and leadership reflects the inability to create a new sustainable vision for the Jewish Israeli society.
Without this vision it becomes impossible to engage in a serious dialogue about the future direction of
the country.

In their recently published four vision-documents, the Israeli Arabs are challenging the Israeli Jews about
the nature and possibility of a Jewish democratic state. These visions evoked deep reactions but serious
discussions around the resolution of these very different visions have been avoided. One of the
purposes of this initiative will be to provide a forum for in-depth reflection on these issues. Discussions
about the nature of the future Jewish Israeli society will need to address the concerns of the Israeli Arabs
if a way is to be found of living together that ensures security and prosperity for all those living in Israel
and neighbouring countries in the region.






























